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SUBJECT: EXTENSION OF THE NASA-ACADEMY AGREEMENT 
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1 . ON JANUARY 1 1 SCICOUNS PASSED LOVELACE-PETROV LETTER 
(REE A) TO VERESHCHETIN OF INTERKOSMOS, WHO NOTED THAT 
PETROV IS CURRENTLY ON VACATION IN KISLOVODSK AND WILL NOT 
RETURN TO WORK UNTIL THE BEGINNING OE FEBRUARY. VERESHCHETIN 
SAID THAT THE SOVIET REPLY WILL THEREFORE NOT BE READY UNTIL 
MID-FEBRUARY, AT THE EARLIEST. VERESHCHETIN EXPRESSED SOME 
INITIAL SURPRISE AT THE LOVELACE LETTER, COMMENTING THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAD UNDERSTODD THAT THE NASA-ACADEMY AGREEMENT HAD 
BREN RENEWED IN APRIL, 1977. (NOTE: A CAREFUL READING OF 

THE LOVELACE LETTER OF FEBRUARY 8, 1977, AND OF THE ALEKSANDROV 
LETTER OF APRIL 22, 1977, REVEALS THAT THIS EXCHANGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE COULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS CONSTITUTIONING 
AN EXTENSION OF THE NASA-ACEDEMY AGREEMENT. 

WE WILL SO INFORM VERESHCHETIN DURING OUR NEXT MEETING, 

AND IN ANY EVENT, VERESHCHETIN DID NOT PRESS POINT DURING 
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FURTHER DISCUSSIONS.) 

2. EMPHASIZING THROUGHOUT THE DISCUSSION THAT HE WAS 
SPEAKING INFORMALLY, VERESHCHETIN ASKED WHETHER THE 
U.S. WOULD HAVE NEW LUNAR SAMPLES TO EXCHANGE OR 
WHETHER THE U.S. SAMPLES WOULD BE EROM PREVIOUS U.S. 

MISSIONS, NOTING SNIDELY THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF 
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ANY PLANS FOR FURTHER U.S. LUNAR SURFACE MISSIONS. 

(IN AN ASIDE, VERESHCHETIN ASKED INTERKOSMOS DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR NOVIKOV WHETHER THERE WOULD BE A SOVIET 
LUNAR MISSION IN 1978 AND WE OVERHEARD NOVIKOV REPLY 
AEFIRMATIVELY.) 

-NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: ACCORDING TO VERESHCEHTIN 
THE SOVIETS HAVE SUCCESSEUL PROGRAMS IN GEOLOGY AND 
OCEANOLOGY, WHICH THEY WANT TO INCLUDE WITHIN THE 
ERAMEWORK OE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT WORKING 
GROUP (04.04) VERESHCHETIN CLAIMED THAT 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ALONG THESE LINES DURING 
A MEETING BETWEEN ACADEMICIAN SIDORENKO AND U.S. 
WORKING GROUP CHAIRMAN JAFEE AT THE TIME OE THE 
SHUTTLE-SALYUT TALKS. 

-INTERPLANETARY: NOTING THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN THE 
NOTES OE THE HINNERS-KIRILLIN MEETING ON NOVEMBER 17 
(VERESHCHETIN SAID HE WOULD REQUEST THE NOTES FROM 
SCST) BUT THAT PETROV HAD BRIEFED HIM ON THE 
MEETING, VERESHCHETIN QUESTIONED SCICOUNS ABOUT THE 
MEANING OE THE "PRE-FLIGHT EXCHANGES ON PLANETARY 
DATA." SCICOUNS SUMMARIZED THE RESULTS OF THE 
HINNERS-KIRILLIN MEETING. NOTING THAT THE TWO 
PARTIES HAD AGREED TO MEET IN 1978 TO EXCHANGE 
INEORMATION ON PLANETARY RESEARCH PLANS, 

SCICOUNS ALLUDED TO SUGGESTION THAT THIS MEETING 
TAKE PLACE IN THE U.S. THIS SPRING, BEFORE THE 
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VENUS II MISSION. VERESHCHETIN RESPONDED THAT HE 
HAD NOT HEARD FROM PETROV ABOUT AN AGREEMENT TO 
HOLD A MEETING, AND AT EIRST GLANCE HE THOUGHT 
IT MIGHT BE DIFEICULT EOR THE SOVIETS TO ORGANIZE 
A MEETING THIS SPRING. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THERE IS A RELATIVELY SHORT 
LEAD TIME BEFORE THE PROPOSED SPRING MEETING ON 
INTERPLANETARY EXCHANGES, AND EVIDENT 
CONEUSION ON THE SOVIET SIDE ABOUT THE AGREEMENTS 
REACHED DURING THE HINNERS-KIRILLIN MEETING. WE 
BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR NASA TO TRANSMIT 
TO SOVIETS ASAP A LETTER SETTING FORTH THE U.S. 

PROPOSALS ON THE TYPES OE INEORMATION ON INTERPLANETARY 
RESEARCH PLANS WHICH THE U.S. WISHES TO EXCHANGE, ALONG 
WITH AND TIMING AND VENUE EOR THE MEETING, WHICH NASA 
UNDERTOOK TO PROVIDE THE SOVIETS AS A RESULT OF THE 
HINNERS-KIRILLIN DISCUSSION. WE WOULD ALSO 
APPRECIATE NASA CLARIFICATION RE VERESHCHETIN'S QUESTION 
ON EXCHANGE OE LUNAR SAMPLES. 

MATLOCK 
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